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when she thought how narrow was her own sphere of
action, while her husband was daily deciding upon
great questions of high political importance. Some
women would have drawn the conclusion, that the
exclusion of women from political activity was a
grievance to be abated; and such people might
receive with scorn the suggestion that the discharge
of the domestic duty might possibly be as important
as the discharge of the more conspicuous function.
The argument about the proper sphere of women is
now generally treated with contempt; and I am
perfectly ready to admit that it begs the question, and
is often a mere utterance of blind prejudice. No one,
I hope, could assert more willingly than I, that the
faculties of women should be cultivated as fully as
possible, and that every sphere in which their faculties
can be effectively applied should be thrown open to
them. But the doctrine sometimes tacitly confounded
with this, that the sphere generally assigned to
women is necessarily lower or less important than
others, is not to be admitted, because the contra-
dictory may be misapplied. The domestic influence
is, no doubt, confined within narrower limits; but then,
within those limits it is incomparably stronger and
more certain of effect. The man or woman can really
mould the character of a little circle, and determine
the whole life of one little section gf the next